Facial midline and symmetry: modified face bow.
A facial "cone" can be drawn inside the head. The apex of the cone is the midpoint of the line that connects both ear canals, point C, and the face is the base. A modified face bow is designed with holes through which a Steinmann pin is passed, meeting at the apex of the facial cone. After the ear bolts are symmetrically fixed, the Steinmann pin through the central hole follows the midline of the face as the bow rotates from the forehead to the chin. The right and left facial bony protrusions can be evaluated by two Steinmann pins projecting through the corresponding holes on the face bow. This device is utilized to determine the facial midline and facial symmetry during surgery. It also can be used as a tool for anthropologic studies.